
 

 
Week Six 
 
Events / Storylines – A particular event or series of events that comprise 
an overall story that you desire to tell through photography. This could be 
a party, a vacation, a wedding or something as simple (and beautiful) as ‘a 
day in the life’. 
 
Shooting events usually requires us to be dynamic in our shooting and 
make adjustments according to the many circumstances that we find 
ourselves in. 
 
Doing the mental prep before we start will ensure we get great shots: 

 
- What am I shooting? 
- Do I have enough battery power? 
- Do I have enough memory space? 
- Do I have the equipment I need? Lenses, flash, etc. 
- What do I want to convey with these images? 

 
 
 
Flash  
 
Built-in flash – The pop up flash that is part of every DSLR. This flash is 
useful as a fill flash but has limited power and reach.  
 
Speedlight – The flash unit that can be put on the hot shoe of your 
camera. This unit allows you to have more power, reach and flexibility. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Each kind of flash can be used in several various modes: 

 
- Fill flash – fills in the shadows and evens out the light. 
- Slow Sync – Combines flash with slow shutter speed. 
- Rear Curtain Sync – Flash fires just before the slow curtains close. 
- Red Eye Reduction – Fires a pre-flash to reduce probability of red 

eye. 
 
Flash Compensation -/+ – Allows you to increase or decrease the power of 
the flash in any situation. 

 
You might need/want a flash if: 
 

- The subject is backlit or in shadow. 
- You want to eliminate or soften the shadows of harsh light. 
- There isn’t enough available light for the shot you’re trying to take. 
- You want the look that flash creates. 

 
Silhouettes – A dark shape or outline against a lighter background. 
 

1. Choose a strong subject to make an interesting shot. 
2. Ensure the subject is separate and distinct from background. 
3. Expose for the brightest part of the image. 
4. Focus on the subject. 
5. Make sure your flash is OFF. 
6. Compose and shoot! 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
Holding Steady 
 
Crisp, sharp focus is such an important part of taking great photos so we 
employ whatever means necessary to get them ☺ 
 
A few tips to remember: 
 

- Pull your elbows in to your body. 
- Create a platform with your hand. 
- Prop your camera on your left shoulder. 
- Squat and use your knees like a tripod. 
- Widen your stance to gain more balance. 
- Use the machine gun stance. 
- Cradle your camera for more leverage 
- Lie on the ground or use some other object to steady yourself. 
- Breathe - take advantage of the short space after you exhale. 


