
 

 
 
Week Four 
 
 
JPG vs. RAW – Understanding the benefits and limitations of each one will 
enable you to make good decisions when shooting. 
 
JPG – A compressed, already cooked file. 
RAW – Raw and unaltered data. 
 
JPG files take up less space and usually require little to no editing before 
sharing and can be opened by any photo editing software. The downside is 
that you lose valuable info in the ‘cooking’ of the file and you cannot get it 
back. 
  
RAW files are larger, contain all the original data but require special 
software to open. They will need some basic adjustments done in post-
processing before sharing.  
 
JPG could be the best option if speed and convenience are your priority. 
 
RAW is the better option when quality and control are most important. 
 
If you’re shooting something that is really important (once in a lifetime), I 
would highly recommend that you shoot it in RAW for ultimate quality. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
White Balance – Your camera’s attempt to make colors true to life. 
 
Your WB settings will enable you to correct for color casts caused by 
various light sources.  
 
Setting Custom White Balance can provide the best results when shooting 
a scene with various sources of light (daylight + tungsten (lamp light). You 
can set the Custom WB by shooting a pure white sheet of paper. 
 
 
Histogram – A representation of the pixels in a photograph. 
 
Checking your histogram while you shoot will let you know if you should 
adjust your camera settings. It’s particularly helpful when it’s really bright 
outside and it’s hard to clearly see the image on the back of your camera. 
 
Use the HIGHLIGHTS setting on your image review options to ensure you 
aren’t overexposing the image and losing valuable data in the highlights. 
 
 
Memory Cards  
 
Reliability – Choose reputable brands. 
Speed – Write speed determines how fast your card will save as you shoot. 
Cost – Invest in a good card and it’ll last you a long time. 
Warranty – Choose a card that offers a lifetime warranty. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Reduce the risk of file loss by adhering to proper handling of cards: 
Format new cards in camera. 
Format the card if you change cameras. 
Be sure camera is OFF before removing the card. 
Properly eject it from your computer. 
Don’t use a memory card for long-term storage. 
Shoot several smaller cards vs. one big card. 
 
 
Shooting Modes  

 
Auto – Camera decides everything for you – ISO, Aperture, Shutter Speed, 
White Balance, Metering Mode, Focusing Mode and Flash 
 
Program – Camera sets Aperture and Shutter Speed for you but allows you 
to set other factors like ISO, White Balance, Metering, Focus and Flash. 
 
Aperture Priority – You determine Aperture and camera sets Shutter Speed 
for you. You still control ISO, White Balance, Metering, Focus and Flash. 
 
Shutter Priority – You determine Shutter Speed and camera sets Aperture 
for you. You still control ISO, White Balance, Metering, Focus and Flash. 
 
Manual – You are fully responsible for making the creative decisions. 
 
What mode should you choose?  - There is no one right way. 
Understanding how it all works will allow you to choose the option that 
best serves you.  


